
Lafayette-based improv comedy
company Synergy Theater is in-

vading the Lesher Center for the Arts
in Walnut Creek with its annual im-
provised horror spoof, “Z is for…
Zombie: An Improvised Zombie

Apocalypse!” at 8:15 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, Oct. 16 and 17. 

      
“In Z is for…Zombie,” explains

Synergy Theater’s artistic director
Kenn Adams, “some of the characters
are regular townsfolk, and others are

shape-shifting zombies from space
who have killed, eaten, and taken the
form of their unsuspecting victims.
When the story begins, nobody
knows who is still human and who
has been turned into a zombie – not
even the cast! So, all through the
show, the characters are trying to stay
alive when, at any moment, the per-
son they trust the most might sud-
denly go zombie and suck out their
brains.”    

      
“It’s really a kick,” says longtime

company member Lynn Shields, “be-
cause the cast and the audience are all
playing the game at the same time:
trying to figure out who’s telling the
truth and who’s really a zombie.” 

      
“It’s incredibly funny,” adds Syn-

ergy veteran Ben Weddell. “It’s part
horror movie spoof, part improv com-
edy show, and part reality television.
Who will be the last human impro-
viser standing?” 

      
Synergy Theater has a regular

schedule of rotating improv comedy
shows in Lafayette where they per-
form at Lamorinda Music on the third
weekend of every month. Will they
venture into Walnut Creek again?
Well, you know those zombies.
They’re hard to keep down.      

      
Tickets for “Z is for … Zombie”

are $15 and can be purchased online
at www.lesherartscenter.org or by
phone at (925) 943-7469.
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Final Cal Shakes’ Season Production Falls a Bit Short
Strong cast and direction of ‘King Lear’ offers a visually striking performance, but leaves one wanting
By Lou Fancher

Given Cal Shakes’ bold ap-
proach to Shakespeare’s canon

and the temptations of a versatile,
endlessly plumbable cast to be
comedic or tragic, the Orinda outdoor

theater’s final 2015 season produc-
tion, “King Lear,” chooses to be both.

      
Director Amanda Dehnert’s split

treatment travels in two too disparate
directions to be entirely successful,

but the peaks are certainly high
enough for applause. A commanding,
two-stories-high set – an enormous
steel grid box like a Rubik’s Cube
with grimy, frosted glass pane win-
dows – pivots, opens to reveal, closes
to capture and masks the actors. Set
designer Dan Ostling’s well-used
construction is balanced by designer
Melissa Torchia’s costumes, mar-
velously suggestive of past elegance,
slick trickery, provocation and decay.

      
Perhaps Dehnert was as capti-

vated by the precocious Cordelia as
was King Lear, whose favor for his
youngest daughter is his – and every-
one’s – undoing. Casting the same
actor (an energetic Kjerstine Rose An-
derson) as both Cordelia and as the
Fool who whispers or sings danger-
ous ditties in the ear of Lear (a rock-
steady, beautifully vulnerable
Ashland Shakespeare Festival veteran
Anthony Heald) is a misstep that
brings mixed results. While there is
reason to draw parallels between the
spirited Cordelia and the sprightly
Fool, doing so confuses the
father/daughter relationship. More
egregiously, the poignancy of their
bond and the eventual tragedy of their
lives is lightened by the two actors

having shared silly antics and slanted
glances as the Fool and Lear.

      
Nevertheless, the unraveling of a

man, his mind, and his power makes
for compelling scenes including the
play’s opening. When Lear demands
that his daughters profess their love to
earn a portion of his empire,
Cordelia’s two older sisters, Goneril
(cool, devilish Arwen Anderson) and
Regan (smoldering El Beh) create an
astutely-toned buildup for Cordelia’s
“I have nothing to say” declaration.
Lear’s favorite daughter loves him
only dutifully, she teasingly tells the
King, setting off an inferno that leads
to her banishment and all manner of
behavior that tears the family bonds
to shreds.

      
Allegiances break throughout the

kingdom, with the most compelling
moments the electrocution and eye-
gouging of Gloucester (Charles Shaw
Robinson) and every scene in which
the Earl of Kent rants or raves his
philosophies (a stunning performance
from Aldo Billingslea) or Edmund
(immeasurably watchable Daniel
Clegg) displays his wickedness and
avarice.

      
At times, there is so much talent

raging on stage a viewer wants to

freeze the action, laugh or cry, then
shout “carry on!” It makes for excite-
ment, if not a sense of connectivity
and overall flow.

      
Dehnert can clearly stretch the

tension of love, lust, lost mental pow-
ers and sibling rivalry into fierce,
snapping scenes that escalate in the
play’s ultimate explosions of a storm,
torture, poisoning, and deaths. So it is
a mysterious choice to undercut the
journey to total tragedy with digres-
sions including a Monty Python-style
death of a servant (marvelous physi-
cality from charismatic Patrick Al-
parone), Kent’s pink mohawk that
jarred and seemed nonsensical, and
Cordelia’s scampering as the Fool.

      
Ultimately, a strong cast and a di-

rector with broad capabilities proves
this “King Lear” could be either
comedic or tragic. Aiming in both di-
rections and loaded with a courageous
director, excellent cast and striking vi-
suals, it impresses, but never quite ar-
rives at either destination.

      
“King Lear” runs through Oct.

11 at Bruns Amphitheater, 100 Cali-
fornia Shakespeare Theater Way (for-
merly 100 Gateway Blvd.) in Orinda.
For more information, visit cal-
shakes.org.

Battle of  the Bands is Back
Submitted by Patrick Brogan

2014 and 2013 Battle of the Bands winner Wild Guess. From left: Morgan Swanson, Alexa Heine, Mikey Deng and
Niels Sorensen  Photo Jason Heine

Battle of the Bands at the
Lafayette Library is back for its

third annual performance. The teen
event, which over 100 people at-
tended last year, is set to take place
from 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 7 in
the library’s Community Hall. Any-
one aged 13-19 in the San Francisco
Bay Area can audition, but only four
bands will have the chance to grace
the stage. Over $200 in prizes will be

awarded as well as prizes from such
sponsors as Red House Studios in
Walnut Creek and local stores includ-
ing Lamorinda Music, Campana
Music and Mighty Fine Guitars.
Radio station Live 105 will make a
return appearance. Part of the grand
prize includes being the opening band
at a Red House Studios performance.
There will also be raffle prizes and
Walnut Creek-based food trucks,

Tonli Dumpling and United Bites.
The judge lineup this year includes
Alexa Heine, who is the lead singer
of last year’s winning band, Wild
Guess, and local professional musi-
cians Christopher Shirley, Jeff Kalm-
bach and Matthias. Email your
audition video to pbrogan@ccclib.org
by 11:59 p.m. Sunday, Oct.18 for
your chance to get out of the garage
and finally on to the stage.

From left: Kjerstine Rose Anderson as The Fool and Anthony Heald as Lear
in California Shakespeare Theater’s production of “King Lear,” directed by
Amanda Dehnert. Photo Kevin Berne

Zombies are Coming to Lesher
Submitted by Kenn Adams

Ben Weddell, left, is shocked to discover that his sweet, little sister
Gretchen Salter, right, is really a blood-thirsty, brain-eating zombie in “Z is
for … Zombie: And Improvised Zombie Apocalypse!” Photo provided

We all pay the price for comfort during the summer
and winter however there is a way to curb what you are
paying. Californians are going green in an effort to reduce
energy consumption and PG&E costs. One of the many
changes you can make is to replace your heating and air
conditioning system with high efficiency equipment.

Many cities in the Contra Costa County have adopted
The CaliforniaFIRST financing program. 

The CaliforniaFIRST Program (CaliforniaFIRST.org) is
a Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing
program for residential properties. Through an innovative
partnership with your county government, CaliforniaFIRST
allows property owners to finance the installation of
energy and water improvements on homes through the
issuance of a municipal bond and pay the amount back
as a line item on their property tax bill. Interest on the
financing may be tax deductible as it is part of your
property taxes. CaliforniaFIRST financing does not rely on
your credit rating or debt-to-income ratio. 

This program requires only minutes, in the comfort of
your home, for approval. All documents to sign and
approve are emailed directly to you. There is no
paperwork to mail in and no real waiting time for
authorization. 

Another great aspect of CaliforniaFIRST is that if you
decide to sell your home, the balance is transferable to
the new owner. This allows you to increase your home’s
value without adding extra debt to yourself. Any
secondary homes or rental properties may also be eligible
for this program.

For more information on this innovative program,
call Clean Air HVAC at 925-689-7017.

Go Green and Save Money
with CaliforniaFIRST

Advertising

Compost Bins
Tax & shipping included

Order today!
www.recyclesmart.org 

Offer available to residents of Danville, Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, San Ramon, Walnut
Creek and unincorporated Central Contra Costa County. Sponsored by the Central Contra

Costa Solid Waste Authority and the City of San Ramon. *As long as supplies last.

$62!
Available for the
reduced price of

Turn your yard
waste and kitchen 
scraps into 
nutrient-rich
compost with the
easy-to-use
Soilsaver Composter.
Register for a 
FREE workshop online.




